                           LIFE, DEATH, AND BEYOND!
                                                                     November 27, 2011

As I was praying, the Lord started dealing with me about this subject.
Today most people are living as if there is no life after death. They spend all of their time and energy on those things of the immediate concern and never think of those things that will come after their time on this Earth has passed. It may be that they don’t believe in God or that they don’t believe that God meant what he said in the Bible. It doesn’t matter what we as humans think; death is sure and then comes judgment.
We are taught in this life to work all of our lives in pursuit of happiness, and to train in a career that will give us a good retirement. There is nothing wrong with this, but we work all of our productive years so that we can spend on the average of 10 years of retirement or less, and then comes death. What have we done about that time that we shall spend in eternity? 

Now I would like to talk about wisdom, now there is the wisdom of this world which is foolishness with God, and there is a spiritual wisdom that allows us to be aware of the spiritual world that is all around us that most of us ignore, that is until trouble comes our way. There are two reasons for trouble to come. For those that ignore God and his Son Jesus, trouble comes as a stumbling block, which is God’s way to make them acknowledge him as the one to get us out of the trouble, or for those who follow Jesus, trouble comes as a trial to make us stronger; which is spiritual wisdom. Now in Job 28:28, it reads unto man he said, behold the fear of the Lord that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. Now if you are to have wisdom and understanding you must realize that there is a God that desires to be a part of your life, and if he isn’t there is a price that will be paid.  
 Death is all too soon and judgment is sure to come after you have finished this life. Life here is to test you, to give you a chance to withstand the pressures of this life and to make a choice as to where you will spend eternity; the choice is yours now, while there is still life, but after death you have no choice.
Now God created this Earth and all that is in it for his pleasure, as it is stated in Revelation 4:11, Thou art worthy O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power, for thou hast created all things and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
Now if God has created all things for his pleasure, then we must do those things that will please God that is if we want to spend eternity with the Son of God and his holy angels. That is the reason that God has given us the Bible. The Bible will teach us those things that will give God the pleasure that he desires, but in order to know what is written in the Bible we must read it. Now we must also have understanding of those things that are written therein, and to have understanding of those things we must first know the author of the book. We can only know God if we first know his Son Jesus. In St.John, 14:6 Jesus said unto him I am the way the truth and the life; no man comes to the Father but by me.
Now death has affected all of us, at sometime or the other. Some love one has passed away suddenly, or has suffered a long time before passing away, and the first thing that may come to mind is where is the soul of that person now, and what more could I have done to assure me that their soul is with God in Heaven. As one pastor that was preaching a funeral stated, we would like to know that all people go to heaven when they die but unfortunately they don’t. I have heard pastors that were preaching funerals relate how that at sometime in the life of the one they are committing to the grave, had given their heart to the Lord just to make those loved ones that are gathered there feel better about the one that they have just lost, but in reality many of those are not where we would like for them to be. They had put off serving God until it was too late. I have had people who were approaching death come to me for advice or just some scripture to give them some guidance in preparing for their passing. One such incident occurred when a co-worker learned that he had a terminal condition in his body. He stood in front of me and stated that he was dieing and that he felt that I would be truthful with him and would give him the scripture that he needed to show him the way to heaven. I told him to check back with me in a few days, and I would have what he needed. The first thing that I done was to pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit to give to me the thing that this man needed to bring him closer to God and prepare him for death. Then I searched the scriptures and wrote those things down that God wanted him to have. One day this man came by my desk and I told him that I had the thing that he had asked me for, he told me that he had been afraid that I had forgotten about him and he took what God had given me for him, several weeks later he came back by my desk with a smile on his face and told me that he was ready to go and said that I had provided just what he needed for his next journey into eternity. Now this man was lucky or I might say he was blessed of God to know when his journey would take place, many others don’t know and it happens suddenly without warning, so we must be prepared to go at a moments notice. I want you to take a moment right now and consider if you were to face God in the next few moments, where would your soul spend eternity? 
There are many different religions in this world, and all of them will claim to be the one that will meet the need in eternity, but these are false religions; there is only one way out of this world with a sure assurance of a blessed life after death and that is through Jesus Christ, The only begotten Son Of God. Now I want to talk about life after death. There is life after death. There are, at this time several places that your soul could be held until judgment, according to the Bible. Now in Ecclesiastes 12:7 tell us that the dust shall return to the Earth as it was; and the spirit shall return to God who gave it. Now this is not the soul that he is talking about but the spirit that God put in man that many call the consciences that tells us when we are wrong, the spirit that tugs at our heart to give our lives to God when we are out in sin, it is the spirit that makes us aware of the spiritual world around us, but the soul goes to that place that we have chosen for it to go
, by our choices that we make while we are still in this life. Here, we chose to either serve God or Satan. There is no other choice! There is no in between! We chose either heaven or the lake of fire! You see when a child of God dies his spirit and soul return to God, but when a sinner dies, only his spirit returns to God; because the second death is eternal separation from God, and if his spirit remained in him, he would still be connected to God. Now you may ask what you mean by the second death. I will get into that later. The apostle Paul said rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord, so when a Christian dies he is present with the Lord. Now I want to go to the Revelation chapter 20:11-15, and discuss those things that are written there. Here is the great white throne judgment that will take place after the tribulation period and after the thousand year reign of Jesus Christ; John saw the souls of the dead, small and great, stand before God. Now I want you to realize that these here are damned souls because if they weren’t they would already be with God. Now I want you to note here that the books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of life. (The Book of life is where Jesus puts the names of those who belong to him.) And the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, (the books of the Bible) according to their works. Now I want you to make a note of the places that these souls were called up from. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and hell gave up the dead that were in them; and they were all judged according to their works. There are 4 places that souls are held after death, where will your soul be? 
Now the first place is the sea, and I believe that those who pass away at sea and are buried at sea will be those who are brought up from the sea. Then there is death. Now you may ask where death is. I am going to try to be as brief as I can on this subject, but several times in my life I have visited a place that I can only imagine is the place that the scriptures call death. There are no words that will adequately explain the terror that is there, but I will try. It seemed to be a dimension that is parallel with life as we know it here but there were demons that were in charge, and I was completely helpless to fight back or flee and the terror was as thick as the darkness but I could still see the demons and beast that were tormenting me. If you could imagine the worst horror movie that has come from the twisted minds of Hollywood and times it by 7, then you will know what this place is like. 
Now Hell is the next place that souls are called up from, and Jesus gave us a small glimpse into this place in Luke 16:23, where the rich man lifted up his eyes in the torments and flames of Hell and saw Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom. We know that Hell is in the center of the Earth, a place that the Greeks call Hades, which is now a holding place of the damned souls since Jesus has redeemed those who were being held there in Abraham’s bosom after his crucifixion. We find an account of this in Ephesians 4:8-10. 

 There are many accounts of people who have died and were able to return and give their account of what they experienced in Hell. There was an emergency room doctor that wrote a book on his experience in the emergency room and said that he didn’t believe in life after death until several times that people returned from Hell in his presence, and the horror that they told about, he said that most of them came back screaming, and that one man actually jumped off of the bed and ran into a corner of the room screaming in terror and had to be tranquilized before he could be calmed down. Hell is a real place and those who do not know Jesus as their personal savior will spend time there or some other dreadful place until the great white throne judgment. Revelation 20:14 tells us that Death and Hell will be cast into the lake of fire, and those who’s names are not written down in the Lamb’s book of life will also be cast into the lake of fire which is the second death: eternally separated from God.

Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-29, all of you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; and you shall find rest unto your souls for my yoke is easy and my burdens are light.

Now I set before you life or death, the choice is yours, life eternal with Jesus Christ or death eternal in the lake of fire. Please choose life!

 Yours in Jesus Christ. 
Brother Sam
�Hebrews 4:12 and 1Thesalonians 5:23. (Spirit & Soul)
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